HE REV. J. GRESHAM
MACHEN, assistant pro-
fessor of New Testament
Literature and Exegesis in
Princeton Theological
Seminary, rated by Dr. J. Fort New-
ton in his book as preaching one of
the best sermons for 1926, has fur-
nished The Eagle with a sermon on
“The Claims of Love,"” herewith re-
produced. The text is from Mark
xiv.: 3-8, Professor Machen said:
This incldent delivers the Chris-
tian world from a crushing tyranny.
There are many
other forms of
tyranny from
which the Chris-
tian man s set
free—the tyranny
of guilt, the tyr-
anny of the pow-
er of sin, the tyr-
anny of fate. The
tyranny from
which this Inci-
dent sets us free
is different from

these; yet it is a
crushing bondage
all the sam:. In
these words to
- Rv;;.h(:‘mh.m the woman at
, Bethany our lLord
sets us free from the oppressive tyr-
anny of the efficlency expert.
“Might it not have been sold for
more than three hundred pence, and
have been given to the poor?'" Cer-
tainly it might. The price of the
ointment amounted to the wage of
a laborer for three hundred days;
there were many poor people in Je-
rusalem who could well have used
such a sum, Yet the precious box
was emptied upon the head of Jesus
as He sat at table in Simon's house,
and the poor were allowed to remain
in want. The slightest calculation
might have led the woman to act
differently, but the point of the
narrative is that she did not cal-
culate at all. All that she saw was
Jesus—the whole rest of the world
was forgotten. There sat her dear
Saviour and Lord, and her heart was
full of reverence and love. What
place was there for exact calcula-
tions as to the best use of funds,
what place for aught save gratitude
and honor for Him Who was her
only hope for time and for eternity?
Little did she care for the cold criti-
cism of the disciples; broken was the
flask and the room filled with the
lavish fragrance of the ointment.
Calculation and efficlency were con-
quered by the might of love.




A Striking Change.

But since that time there has
come, in some quarters at least, a
striking change. The churches a
few years ago discussed money and
questions of organization but now
they are discussing, to some extent
at least, the basis of the Christian
faith. There are many who depre-
cate the change: there are many who
deprecate the discussion; there are
many who say, “Let the construc-
tive work of the Church go on ir-
respective of doctrinal dicerences.”
But, of course, that begs the whole
question. The question is just ex-
actly what the constructive work of
the Church is. Accordinz to the
Bible, the constructive work of the
Church Is found in the propagation
of a message—call it a doctrine if you
will—a message in which Jesus is of-
fered as the Saviour of men. If the
Church {8 propagating that message,
well and good; then we are [nter-
ested in having it as well orgarized
as it possibly can be; but if it is not
propagating that message, then we
care Iittle whether it is well or-
ganized or not. One cannot possibly
avold the basal question what it ds
that the Church s In the world to
do. A church that does not stop to
examine Itself, that does not stop
ever and again to examine the basis
of its life, is in danger of death.

A great movement, it seems to me,
ig now going forward in many
churches—a reaction against ma-
chinery, a recourse to what is cen-
tral, and particularly a return to
the Cross of Christ. Some men stand
coldly aside; they are deterred by
obvious imperfections in the leadera
of the movement; they refuse to be
shaken out of the even tenor of the
way into which they are fallen, It
sounds so0 strange gometimes—this
word of the Cross! There {8 much
opposition to the movement. Bdt
pray God that it may make its way!
It Is very pleasant to discuss merely
ways and means and business meth-
ods and keep dangerous doctrinal
questions in the background, Great,
truly, in our day is the offense of the
Cross. But there are those whose
hearts have been touched. The dear
Lord died for them upon the Croes,
and even amid all the machinery of
eoclesiastienl business they eannot
forget what He has done. The by-
standers murmur at their uncofven-
tional acts; the bystanders talk of
efMciency and of “constructive work."
But what says the Lord Himself?
There, my friends, {8 the real ques-
tion. He commended the woman at
Bethany, despite her Inefficiency and
her waste, when she proclaimed His
death afore. Perhaps He may com-
mend you If, In our day, despite sins
and imperfections, yet out of a heart
overflowing with love, you seek amid
committees and machinery and
boards to put back Into its rightful
place the wondrous Cross of Jesus
our dear Saviour and Lord.




Love and the Work of the Church.

But we need to recognize the
claims of love not only in our own
individual lives, but also in the col-
lective work of the Church. The
Church to which 1 belong—and it is
the same with other simiiar bodies—
has come to be a powerful organiza-
tion. It carries on the most varied
work In all parts of the world; it
conducts a great publication agency,
and a great chain of book shops with
a huge volume of business; IL maine.
tains many scores of hospitals and
colleges and Institutes of all sorts at
home and abroad: one can scarcely
embrace in a single view all of Its
vast and varied service. Certainiy
such an enterprise cannot be con-
ducted without business organiza-
tion; and I certainly am not advo-
cating any diminution of efficiency.
I am not even advocating for the
moment any particular changes in
the, form of the organization, I do,
indeed, belleve that the organization
of the Church is becoming danger-
ously over-centralized. The Church,
it seems to me, Is falling into some-
what the same error as the state—
the state with its vast bureaus at
Washington which, I am constrained
1o Dbelleve, with their discourage-
ment of local Initiative, their mater-
jalistic paternalism, are sucking the
liteblood of the g:oplo. But such
questions cannot discussed now;
they are matters of personal opinion
In the preacher. What Is clear, at
any rate, is that any organization,
however good, {8 a menace If It be-
comes an end in Iitself and If it
ceases to subserve the end which
justifies Its existence. And that dan-
ger of forgetting the end in the
means, I am convinced, is menacing
very seriously the life of the Church
of today. et there are hopeful
signs of a change,

Bome years ago the Church seemed
to me to be interested in nothing in
the world except money. Great
spiritual questions were shunted
aside;: the councils of the churches
discussed methods of preaching, hut
seemed to be totally unwilling to
attend at all to the question what it
is that is to be preached,




and the center here as well as else-
ﬂmn is found at Calvary, The wom-
an probably did not know about our
Lord's approaching death, but Jesus
knew; and in a word of beauty un-
surpassed He placed that woman's
act at the beginning of the long
series of acts of love and titude
in which Christians throughout the
centuries have celebrated the Cross.
Jesus did not go to Jerusalem to
bring about a revolution or a refor-
mation; He went there to die for the
sins of the world; and, when the
woman, forgetting all calculations,
forgetting the cold ecriticism of
those who stood by, poured out the
precious ointment upon Hla head,
He took It as the nse of the
human heart to His eeming love.

Lot us take the example to our
hearts; let us not be so engrossed in
our service that we fo ‘our
Saviour's love; let us not forget to
pour out upon Him, In the secret
place of prayer, the vials of our
gratitude and praise. The woman
anointed Him aforehand for the
burial; we Jlook back upon His com-
pleted work In which He loved uw
and gave Himself for us. Let us not,
through overmuch serving, forget
the better part; let us rather bring
service forth from the contempla-
tion of the Cross,




A Contrasted Service,

Here, In ona of the most unfor-
gettable, characteristic words that
Jesus ever uttered our Lord actually
contrasts the service of the poor with
tho service of Him. "“"Ye have the
poor with you always” He sald,
“and whensoever ye will ye may do
them good; but me ye have not al-
ways.” We have not Jesus always
with us In the sense in which the
woman had Him with her at Beth-
any: we cannot &our any preclious
ointment upon His head. But in a
higher, better sense we have Him
with us still. And surely we must
not neglect the privilege of com-
munion with Him.

Certainly 1 am not advocating
neglect of external service, With-
out that it is quite impossible that
we should be true disciples of Jesus.
It I8 a poor and untrue religion
which leaves the hyngry In distress,
But we shall perform such service
all the better If we take time also
to commune with Jesus Himself.
Do vou think that the Christian life
is concerned only with phnanthropn?
Do you think that activity in soclal
service I8 all that our Lord desires?
Oh, no, my friends. Those things
are absolutely necessary to the
Christian, but they are not all that
is necessary. If we are true Chris-
tians, we shall not neglect those
things, but we shall also take time
to go Into our closet and close the
door and there, with the world shut
out, with even our service forgotten
for the moment, we shall think no
longer of what we do but of what
our Saviour has done and we shall
pour out upon Him, with an aban-
don like that of the woman at
Bethany, our gratitude and love and
praise,
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lmion for Present Days.

Do you think that we can learn
anything In these d from that
woman's act? Our rd thought
that we could, “Wheresoever this
gospel shall be preached,” He sald,
“throughout the whole world, this
also that she hath done shall be
spoken of for a memorial of her.”
“For a memorial of her'-—yes, and
also for an example to us. In these
days of cold efMciency we need to
learn the claims of love.

We need to learn the claims of
love, first, in our own individual
lilves. Even service, no matter how
efMiclent and how diligent it may be,
cannot take the place of the deep
affection of the heart. I am not for-
getting those texts of Seripture where
service Is celebrated in the loftiest
terms. “Whosoever shall give to
drink unto one of these little ones a
cup of cold water only in the name
of a disciple, verily I say unto you,
he shall in no wise lose his reward.”
“Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this—to visit
the fatherless and widows in thelr
affliction and to keep himself un-
spotted from the world.” Certainly
service |s necessary to religion: but
do you think that service is all that
{8 necessary? [ think that you will
find if you read your Bible with sym-
pathy and care that even service is
comparatively useless unless it comes
from the heart; true service is not
a substitute for love, but the expres-
sfon of love.

The love spoken of in the New
Testament Is not merely love of the
brethren, but it is also love of Christ.
We are sometimes inclined to ignore
that fact; we are sométimes inclined
to quote one text and not to quote
also another text that God gave us
as the supplement of the first, We
are sometimes inclined to quote the
words of Jesus In the 26th chapter of
Matthew, “Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren ye have done it
unto me,” and to neglect the gracious
words that have been read today.
We are sometimes tempted to think
that Christ is only a collective name
for the totality of those who nead
our help; we ﬂ)ne sight of the cen-
tral fact that He ig a living Person.
And in doing s0 we miss the center
and core of the Christian life,

The error can be avolded If we
attend to the words of Jesus in the
passage read today. If we are
tempted to think that the service of
the poor is all that there is in the
service of Christ, {f we are tempted
to make of Christ a mere collective
name and not axn individual Person,
then we should have recourse ever
anew to this inecident of the anoint-
ing at Bethany.




