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WHY THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN?
AVING just undertaken the editorship of THE
PRrRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN, as announced in the
last issue, we desire to say, in the first place, that this
change in the staff does not mean any change in the
position taken by the paper in the great issues of the
day. We regard it as a great privilege to continue to the
best of our ability the unswerving defense of the Bible
and of the Reformed Faith which Dr. H. McAllister
Griffiths has been maintaining, and we only hope that
we may be able to follow in his footsteps.

What we shall now say, therefore, is not to be inter-
preted as an enunciation of any new principles or aims
but simply as a reiteration, in view of present condi-
tions, of principles and aims which have determined the
policy of this paper from the beginning. /

WHAT IS MEANT BY "PRESBYTERIAN"?

In the first place, THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN is
truly “Presbyterian.”

That word “Presbyterian,” etymologically consid-
ered, designates a certain form of church government.
But as actually used in the course of church history
during the past three hundred years it also designates
a certain system of doctrine.

The system of doctrine which it designates is popu-
larly called “Calvinism.” More correctly it is called the
“Reformed Faith.”

The churches holding the Reformed system of doc-
trine on the continent of Europe came to be called the
“Reformed” churches. In Scotland they came to be
called the “Presbyterian” churches. When adherents of
these various bodies came to America, they retained the
terminology used in their native lands. So there are in
America various “Presbyterian” churches and various

“Reformed” churches. The two terms designate essen-
tially the same thing. “Presbyterian” doctrine is the
same thing as “Reformed” doctrine, and “Presbyte-
rian” church government is the same thing as “Re-
formed” church government.

THE PresBYTERIAN GUARDIAN holds to that ‘“Pres-
byterian” or “Reformed” system of doctrine, and to
that “Presbyterian” or “Reformed” type of church
government.

The reason why we hold to both of these things—
which are related in the closest possible way—is that
we believe them to be in accord with the Bible, which is
the Word of God.

Believing as we do that the “Reformed Faith,” or in
other words “Presbyterian doctrine,” is taught in the
Bible, we are necessarily opposed to all doctrine which
is contrary to Presbyterian doctrine.

Hence we differ from churches that have given up
that doctrine no matter whether they are nominally
“Presbyterian” or not. That is the reason why we
withdrew from the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.

That church said to us in effect: “If you remain with
us you must support the official Boards.” But the offi-
cial Boards are manifestly furthering Modernist propa-
ganda. Modernism is diametrically opposed to Presby-
terianism, since Modernism is actually anti-Christian
and Presbyterianism is simply consistent Christianity.
Hence if we had obeyed the order and remained in the
church we should have had to cease being Presbyterian,
We should henceforth have been Presbyterian in name
but not Presbyterian in fact.

We could not make any such decision as that. Instead
we withdrew from the church organization to which we
formerly belonged. W e withdrew from the Presbyterian

ither old or new

res! ian is published twice a month by The Presbyterian Guardian Publishing Company, at the following rates, payable in advance, for e 4

:Jl:sc‘:ibe?sﬁ:;h;nym[l)::‘: of thep wor?d, postage prepaid: $1.00 per year; five or more coples, either to separate addresses or in a package to one address, 80; each perDye§,

introductory rate, for new subscribers only: Two and a half months for 25c; 10c per copy. Address all editorial correspondence to: The Rev. Ned B. Stonehouse, Th.D. No
. Editorial and Busi

responsibility is assumed for unsolicited ipts. a

Offices: 1212 Commonwealth Building, Philadelphia, Penna.

P . C ~ N o




246 THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN

P

Church in the U.S.A. in order that we might continue
to be Presbyterian.
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF AMERICA

Having withdrawn from the Presbyterian Church in
the U.S.A. in order that we may continue to be
Presbyterian, we cherish with our whole souls the name
“Presbyterian.” If we abandoned that name we should
be like an army without a flag. Hence we adopted—
together with our brethren—the name “The Presby-
terian Church of America.”

The adoption of that name served a twofold purpose.

In the first place, it indicated clearly what is at
the very heart of our movement—namely, the fact that
our purpose is simply to remain true to our Presbyterian
heritage. It made perfectly clear that we are endeavor-
ing not to be some peculiar variety of Presbyterians,
but simply to be Presbyterians.

In the second place, however, it distinguished us
clearly from the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.
Nothing could possibly have been farther from our
minds than any confusion between our church and that
church. We hold to the Bible. That church, we believe,
has departed from the Bible. We have made the dis-
tinction between the two churches stand out clear from
the very beginning, as appears plainly on the third
page of the Minutes of our first General Assembly.

THE CHURCH UNIVERSAL
In the pages of THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN spe-

cial attention will of course be given to the affairs of
The Presbyterian Church of America, to which all of
the members of the editorial staff belong. But attention
will also be given to the affairs of the whole Christian
world. We desire to say that with some emphasis. The
conflict which is raging at the present time between
Modernism and the Christian Faith is a world-wide
conflict. It is going on in many countries and in many
ecclesiastical bodies, and everywhere it is essentially
the same. We shall make every effort to keep our read-
ers informed about the various phases of that conflict,
and about the way in which, despite opposition from
unbelief, God is blessing the true preaching of the
gospel in many lands.

Thus we hope earnestly that our readers increasingly
will be found among our brethren in other communions
and in other countries than our own. What we said
just now about our devotion to the Reformed system
of doctrine must not be understood as betokening any
coolness in our Christian fellowship with Christian
brethren who do not hold that system. We believe, in-
deed, that the Reformed system is true, and can there-
fore never regard it as a matter of indifference whether
a man holds that system or some other. But at the
same time we gladly recognize the large measure of
truth that other systems possess.

How warm, for example, is our Christian fellowship
with our brethren of genuinely Lutheran churches such
as the Missouri Synod! When the Atlantic District of
that great church by official action sent greetings and
congratulations to us in view of the forming of the
Presbyterian Church of America, such action was
expressive of a deep underlying community of mind
and heart.

It is very evident to every man who keeps his eyes
open that the forming of the Presbyterian Church of
America is of profound interest to many men and
women in many Christian bodies. There are many
earnest men and women—not only in the Reformed
churches but also in other communions—who see that
a standard has here been lifted up which may well be
followed by others who are now shackled by compro-
mising associations with unbelief. So we in turn are
profoundly interested in those who are our brethren
in the Christian warfare, no matter where they may be
found. It will be the earnest endeavor of THE PresBY-
TERIAN GUARDIAN to foster this community of interest

in every possible way.
WHAT IS A "GUARDIAN"?
We have pointed out that THE PRESBYTERIAN

GUARDIAN is Presbyterian. In closing, we desire to point
out that it is a “Guardian.”

Hence we are not at all ashamed of saying that we
are endeavoring to defend the Christian Faith—that we
are endeavoring to be truly a “Guardian.”

In order that it may be truly a “Guardian,” it must
present the facts, no matter how alarming or discour-
aging they may seem to be. A real guardian is also a
watchman, and so we are trying to be a watchman by
telling Christian people what enemies are at work in
the world and in the church.

Thus this paper will endeavor to present the news
of the church throughout the world, recording the en-
couraging things when they occur, but also recording
the steps in the widespread apostasy. We are going to
endeavor to present the news of the church universal
so clearly and succinctly that our readers may be truly
informed as to what is really going on.

It should never be forgotten, however, that we are
viewing the facts always in the light of God’s Word.
So this paper will not contain merely a bare chronicle
of ecclesiastical happenings; it will also—and most
fundamentally of all—contain expositions of the Bible
and helps for the Christian’s devotional life.

Thus, by its contents taken as a whole it will try to
help its readers avoid the feeble if not spurious ortho-
doxy which withdraws from ecclesiastical responsibili-
ties or makes common cause with unbelief, and it will
seek to promote the real orthodoxy which leads men to
take their stand as true witnesses to Jesus Christ.
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